Handy sums

You need a cup or bowl plus counters (or small, dry pasta pieces, Lego bricks or beads).


What to do

You have a cup each. Place the counters in the middle of the table. 

· Both of you put one hand behind your back. Say: ready, steady, go! 
· Then, at ‘Go!’ you both bring that hand out with some fingers standing up and some or none folded down.

· Agree the sum. Write it down.  Then work out the total. 
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	 So one of you might show 4 fingers 

The other person might show 3 fingers

The sum is 4 + 3 = 7
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	Or one of you might show 1 finger

The other person might show 5 fingers

The sum is 1 + 5 = 6
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· Repeat this, but this time start competing.  
· Once the hands are shown, one person has to say the total as quickly as they can. 

· The first person to say the total, takes that number of counters and puts them in their cup. 

· Repeat six times.  Who has the most counters in the end? 
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