Domino Differences
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This is a fun maths activity that gives young children plenty of opportunities to practice ‘finding the difference between‘ small numbers.
There’s no download – so nothing to print, and the whole thing can be set up in a matter of moments, provided you have the materials handy.
You just need a box of dominoes and a dice.
 
Here’s what happens:
Two children work together to search through the dominoes. You ask them to focus on the difference between each side of the dominoes so a 4-1 domino would have a difference of 3 and a 6-4 domino would have a difference of 2… Doubles will have a difference of zero. How many doubles can they find?
Once the children have found all of the doubles talk about the numbers and then put those dominoes to one side.
Now, with just the remaining dominoes, ask the children to mix them face-down, and then to select nine dominoes each.
They place these in a line in front of them.
 
Now the game begins.
The children take it in turns to roll the dice. They then have to look at their range of dominoes to find one where the difference matches the number on the dice.
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Here the 5:3 domino matches the dice number since it has a difference of 2.
If the player finds a domino that matches they turn it face-down.
The dice is passed to the other player who does the same.
Play continues in this way, with each child taking it in turns to roll the dice and locate a domino with a difference that matches. If a child does not have a suitable domino, they miss that go and pass the dice to the other player.
Here’s a game after a few turns:
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The player here has another move available. He’s rolled a 3, and there’s a 5:2 domino in his line.
Play continues until one player manages to turn over all, or most of their dominoes in a set time.
This game enables the children to be involved in some meaningful ‘maths talk‘ about subtraction and differences. And the nature of the domino dots means that the children’s calculations are supported.

image1.jpeg
g MATHSTICKS




image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
LT PEL T




