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Source 7
‘James was …very uneasy in the presence of knives… The Gunpowder Plot in 1605 and his awareness of persistent rumours of a conspiracy to massacre his hated Scottish entourage [would have] done little for his peace of mind. These… fears left James open to accusations of cowardice… inappropriate in the chief defender of the state.’
Christopher Davison, in James I, 1993
Source 1 
Many historians used The Court and Character of King James by Sir Anthony Weldon as their primary source of information about James I. It is this book that first paints him as a man who drank awkwardly and heavily, never washed, wore padded clothing to guard against knife attacks and was embarrassing to be with.
Weldon wrote his book after James I dismissed him from his post in the English civil service for writing a vicious anti-Scots piece.




Source 8
While all four of James’s parliaments were marked by tensions, disagreements and misunderstandings …they do not provide a reason to conclude that crown and parliament were…in a desperate power struggle…James never made any serious attempts to dispense with (end) parliaments for good.’ 
Christopher Davison, in James I, 1993

Source 2
‘A custom loathsome to the eye, hateful to the nose, harmful to the brain, dangerous to the lungs….’
At the time (and for many centuries after), many people thought smoking was benefical to health.
James I writing about smoking tobacco in his Counterblast to Tobacco in 1604







Source 3
James inherited from Elizabeth I a debt of £420,000 [over £91m today] and a crown suffering from the effects of serious long-term under funding.
From the start of the reign, huge sums were spent on fees and pensions, generous gifts and lavish court entertainments…. The inevitable result of all this self-indulgence and largesse was a steady growth in the royal debt.’
Christopher Davison, in James I, 1993
Source 9
‘Taken together, the maintenance of cordial (good) relations between the English and Scottish churches, the accommodation of (compromising to please) puritan and catholic moderates and the …balancing of clerical pressure groups represent a formidable achievement.’  
Christopher Davison, in James I, 1993





Source 10
‘James I had actively sought the English crown for many years… had manoeuvred skillfully and patiently to achieve the successful outcome. However, England was a country racked with pressures and tensions and hamstrung (prevented from developing)… by serious weaknesses… James’s promised land was in fact a poisoned chalice.’
Christopher Davison, in James I, 1993

Source 4 
Despite trying to overhaul finances successive treasurers were unable to reform the way the crown was funded. Three years after James’ death one of his successor’s advisers claimed that the king of France was receiving more in tax from just Normandy than the English king received from his entire country.




Source 12
‘I am surprised my ancestors should have allowed Parliament to exist’
James I 1617
Source 6
‘The State of monarchy is the highest power on earth, for kings are appointed rulers on earth by God himself.’
James I 1609
Source 5
Historian Maurice Lee described James I as:
‘… one of the most learned and intellectually curious men ever to sit on any throne.’
Maurice Lee, Great Britain’s Solomon: James VI and I in his three kingdoms, 1990
Source 11
James’s foreign policy was dominated throughout his reign by the twin aims of keeping England at peace and preventing widespread religious conflict in the rest of Europe [partly via] friendship with Spain. While this was suited to England’s meagre financial resources, it was extremely unpopular with large numbers of James’s Protestant subjects.
Christopher Davison, in James I, 1993




