RS3 James I History Mystery cards
	James I’s appearance didn’t help; he had a large head, slobbery mouth and rickety legs. 
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]James I had many good ideas but was sometimes too lazy to carry them out.
	
	James I listened to advice but he didn’t always act on that advice.

	
	
	
	
	

	Events in James I’s childhood meant he was fearful people would try to harm him. So he wore stab-proof padded clothes to protect himself.
	
	James I believed that he had God on his side under what is known as the divine right of kings. This meant he thought he only had to answer to God and nobody else. 
	
	In 1605 Catholics planned to blow up the Palace of Westminster when James was there for the State opening of Parliament. The plot was discovered and the plotters were executed.

	
	
	
	
	

	James I spent a lot of time hunting. So it was often difficult for ministers to speak with him to get important decisions made.
	
	James I spent a lot of money that didn’t belong to him. He and his wife bought clothes and gifts using money from the government.
	
	James I got annoyed if Parliament went against his wishes or refused to give him money. In 1614, for example, he closed parliament until 1621.

	
	
	
	
	

	Some people think people in James’ government may have set-up the Gunpowder plot to make him treat Catholics more harshly.
	
	Most English people were suspicious of Catholics and didn’t like James I being soft on them.
	
	James was a Scottish king on an English throne – he needed the support the English people, most of whom were Protestants.

	
	
	
	
	

	When James I first came to the throne he allowed Catholics to stop paying fines for not going to Protestant church services.
	
	Being a Scot, James I was always going to be suspect to his new subjects. He would have to be a very good king to win them over.
	
	While James was King, England was at peace. He tried hard to keep good relations with other countries like France and Spain.

	
	
	
	
	

	When James I was persuaded to bring back fines for not attending church services, a crackdown led to over 5,000 Catholics being convicted and fined.
	
	This was the first time the kingdoms of England and Scotland had been joined, and not everyone was happy. The two countries had been fighting each other for over 300 years. 
	
	James had a high opinion of himself and about how intelligent he was. He spoke Latin, French and Spanish, took an interest in science and understood affairs of state.



