King John
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: http://www.englishmonarchs.co.uk/images/various/johnlackland.jpg]In the twelfth century English kings ruled large parts of France. Whilst the king, Richard I, is away at war and the Crusades, his brother John looks after affairs of state (rules the country). Richard I is captured abroad and a ransom is demanded for his safe release.  John refuses to pay the ransom; but Richard’s mother does but has to raise taxes to do so. 
In 1199, Richard I dies whilst at war. Although at one time Richard had named his nephew Arthur, Prince of Brittany as his heir, he later changed his mind and chose John instead, perhaps as Arthur was too young, so John is crowned King John I.  Whilst Barons in England and Normandy support John, other barons in English parts of France do not.
The French King, Philip II wants to regain the land in France that was ruled by England. John is married to Isabel of Gloucester (his cousin) but realised that he could strengthen his position by divorcing Isabel and marrying Isabella of Angoulême the daughter of a powerful Frenchman. When he marries her, Philip II is angry that John did not ask his permission to marry a French woman and decides to seize the French lands back. Despite going to France to fight and ending a siege, by 1204 John has lost the French lands. British barons are angry that such wealthy lands have been lost.
The Pope at the time, Innocent III, was very powerful. When King John I rejects his choice for Archbishop of Canterbury the Pope bans religious services in England. People think they will go to Hell because they cannot go to church. In retaliation John seizes church property and wealth. The Pope in turn retaliates by excommunicating John (banning him from the church) and instructing King Philip II of France to invade England. 
The barons, were also angry with King John for many reasons, like taxing them too much, ignoring their advice, denying them fair trials and taking hostages to ensure they remained loyal to him. However, John’s taxation system is very successful and efficient. He raises four times more money than Richard had. Some of the extra money allows John to make the English navy bigger and stronger than it had ever been before. Some barons from the north, East Anglia and the west are still angry enough to rebel against John.
The rebellion forces John to bow to the barons demands which they list in the Magna Carta (great charter). Although both parties sign Magna Carta and promise to follow the rules it lists, neither party really intends to abide by it. The rebel barons simply want rid of John. 
In 1216 King Philip II of France’s son Louis invades England and John flees. He is taken ill near Newark and dies in October 1216. 
Many of the laws in Britain today originally come from ‘the Magna Carta’. During his reign John won battles against the Welsh and the Scottish. This made him popular with ordinary people.
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