RS2 King John sources
 (
Source 1
 – A historian
’
s view of John written in 2002.
King John 
car
ed about the English people and England 
itself much more than previous kings had. His older brother Richard spent more time out of England tha
n in it during his rule. King John based his reign in England and focused on trying to make the place better for the English people.
) (
Source 2
 – From a children’s history book.
King John, of course, had no intention of keeping to the promises he made to rule fairly in the Magna Carta. H
e got the Pope to agree to him 
breaking these promises to rule fairly and he went back to ruling as he did before and upset the Baron’s once again.
 
)






 (
Source
 3
 – Historian Dan Jones’ view in 2010. 
King John actually cared about the sick. He set up special places where people with serious diseases could receive treatment and he even g
ave
 them money to help them live. 
) (
Source 4
 – A Baron’s view
 
from the period.
He interferes too much in the way the country is run. King Richard was never here and we ran things the way we wanted. King John doesn’t even listen to our advice. It’s his fault when things go wrong.
)






 (
Source 
5
 – A Baron’s view
 from the period.
“Kings should be war leaders. King John has lost us all of the lands we English held in France. He’s no good!” 
) (
Source 6
 – A Baron’s 
view
 from the period.
“I remember his argument with the Pope. We didn’t have any church services for five years. I was terrified we would all go to hell.”
 
)





 (
Source 8 - 
historian JR Green in ‘A Short History of the English People’ 1875
 
“John was a thoroughly bad lot. He was cruel and beastly, a tyrant not a king, a destroyer instead of a governor, crushin
g his own people and favouring 
foreigners, a lion to his own people but a 
lamb to foreigners and rebels. 
He had many enemies and kill
ed people with his bare hands. 
He was the worst king ever to have sat on the English throne.”  
) (
Source 7 -
 historian DM 
Stenton
, 
‘English Society in the Early Middle Ages’
, 1951
 
“John was the last king to sit as a judge; he was kind, compassionate and wise in many cases.  But no king of England was ever so unlucky…. Despite John losing the lands in France he did a great deal to improve the security of England from Welsh and Scottish invasion.”
)
