RS3 King John History Mystery
	[bookmark: _GoBack]When John became King, England was bankrupt. Richard I had spent so much on wars and Crusades that there was hardly any money left in the royal treasury. 
	
	Henry II and Richard I had only visited England for a total of four years out of 45 years. King John spent most of his reign in England doing his job as King.

	
	
	

	Since the Norman Conquest, English Kings had spent little time in England, either they were in their lands in France, were away crusading or were fighting wars. 
	
	King John’s right to become King was questioned as Richard II had originally named his nephew, Prince Arthur as his successor.

	
	
	

	King John lost lands in France that had been controlled by English kings for many years.
	
	English barons had grown used to being left alone to run their affairs as they saw fit.

	
	
	

	King John made the taxation system simpler and more efficient. He raised four times more income per year for the crown than Richard I had.
	
	King John is rumoured to have killed Prince Arthur, although another rumour said he had died while trying to escape captivity.

	
	
	

	John created a new tax which is like modern income tax –it raised £60,000.
	
	King John used tax income to improve the British Navy and built a harbour in Portsmouth.

	
	
	

	King John raised scutage (a tax paid to avoid military service) eleven times in sixteen years. It had only been raised that many times in the previous 45 years under Henry II and Richard I.
	
	Although the draft charter that John and the barons signed was not honoured by either side, the 1217 version that was dawn up after his death has influenced English law, government and monarchy ever since.

	
	
	

	John used hostage taking to ensure the support and loyalty of a number of barons. This was common practice amongst kings at the time. It was rumoured that some hostages were badly treated or even killed.
	
	John changed the way armies were formed for his campaigns. Only one knight in ten would actually serve in the army, but they would be financially supported by another nine. Knights served for an indefinite period. 

	
	
	

	Only some of the barons revolted against John. Others may have disliked his practices but they did not take arms against their ruler.
	
	To try to regain French lands John built a strong team of engineers to wage sieges and a large force of professional crossbowmen.

	
	
	

	John involved himself in the justice system. We are not sure if this was because he saw it as his duty or because court fines would raise money for the crown.
	
	Arguments about John continue. Historians know some past accounts are distorted or wrong, but there is evidence of cruelty and over-zealous fund raising.

	
	
	

	John appointed foreign judges and unpopular sheriffs who did not dispense justice fairly, but so had Henry II.  
	
	King John had all taxes officially recorded. Some records still survive. They show he did not hide what taxes were collected.



