	Monarchy = Rule by a single person 
From the Greek mono = alone + archei = rule
The monarch is usually part of a ruling family (dynasty). The crown is hereditary, so when the monarch dies, his eldest son (usually) or daughter takes over as the monarch. When the monarch has no surviving children this can cause problems.
	
	Constitution  
A constitutions sets out the rules by which a country is governed. Many countries have a written constitution, the United Kingdom does not. Instead our constitution consists of laws that developed over centuries, international treaties and conventions (customs) about the way things should be done.

	
	
	

	Royal Assent 
A new law that the government wishes to make cannot become law until the Monarch signs it, giving it Royal Assent. In the UK today it is a constitutional convention that the monarch will always agree to new laws. However this has not always been the case. 
	
	Parliament - from the French parler to talk. The UK parliament consists of the House of Lords, which has unelected members called peers, who are Lords, Bishops etc and the House of Commons made up of elected Members of Parliament (MPs). MPs each represent a different part of a city or county. Hampshire has 18 MPs.

	
	
	

	Head of State
Figure at the head of government. In some countries this is a president who may be very powerful. In the UK the monarch is Head of State but has a mainly ceremonial role.
	
	Devolution – giving some powers to regional assemblies or parliaments.
There are assemblies in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland. These can make some decisions, but not those that affect the whole of the UK.

	
	
	

	Government
The government made up of the MPs from the party that wins the most seats in the House of Commons at an election. Sometimes, if no party has a majority (more seats than any other party) there has to be a coalition of two or more parties working together.
	
	Democracy = governed by those elected freely and fairly by the people, from Greek demos = people + kratos = rule.
The earliest parliaments were only made up of peers who were selected by other peers. The idea of allowing people to vote only developed gradually. Allowing all adults (people over 18) to vote, as today, is a very recent development.

	
	
	

	Constitutional monarchy
The UK is a constitutional monarchy, that is one where the power of the monarch is controlled by a constitution.
	
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Dictator = one ruler who controls everything. After the Norman Conquest in 1066, Britain’s new Norman Kings were dictators. The kings gave their Lords land in exchange for them promising to support them in wars etc.



