
Application and Reasoning

Step 6: Consolidating Parenthesis  1

National Curriculum Objectives:

English Year 5: (5G5.9) Using brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis

• Terminology for pupils:

• (5G5.9) parenthesis

• (5G5.9) bracket

• (5G5.9) dash

Differentiation: 

Questions 1, 4 and 7 (Application)
Developing Add a clause to the given sentence using commas to demarcate parenthesis when 
adding parenthesis to a single clause sentence.
Expected Add a clause to the given sentence using commas to demarcate parenthesis when 
adding within single and multi-clause sentences. Commas are also used in lists.
Greater Depth Add a clause to the given sentence using commas to demarcate parenthesis when 
adding parenthesis within a multi-clause sentence, where subordinate clauses are also used. 
Commas are also used in lists and to punctuate adverbials and subordinate clauses.

Questions 2, 5 and 8 (Application)
Developing Create sentences from a given clause when using commas to demarcate adding 
parenthesis to a single clause sentence.
Expected Create sentences from a given clause when using commas to demarcate adding 
parenthesis within single and multi-clause sentences. Commas are also used in lists.
Greater Depth Create sentences from a given clause when using commas to demarcate adding 
parenthesis within a multi-clause sentence, where subordinate clauses are also used. Commas are 
also used in lists and to punctuate adverbials and subordinate clauses.

Questions 3, 6 and 9 (Reasoning)
Developing Explain the mistake in a sentence when using commas to demarcate adding 
parenthesis to a single clause sentence.
Expected Explain the mistake in a sentence when using commas to demarcate adding 
parenthesis within single and multi-clause sentences. Commas are also used in lists.
Greater Depth Explain the mistake in a sentence when using commas to demarcate adding 
parenthesis within a multi-clause sentence, where subordinate clauses are also used. Commas are 
also used in lists and to punctuate adverbials and subordinate clauses.

More resources from our Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling scheme of 
work.

Did you like this resource? Don’t forget to review it on our website.
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1a. Add parenthesis to the sentence 

below.  

My mum ___________________________________________________________

has the same half term holiday as me. 

Punctuate your sentence correctly using 

commas to demarcate parenthesis. 

1b. Add parenthesis to the sentence 

below.  

The old man ________________________________________________________

Is selling his house.

Punctuate your sentence correctly using 

commas to demarcate parenthesis. 

2a. Create two sentences including the 

parenthesis below using commas. 

Write one sentence with parenthesis in the 

middle.

Write one sentence with the parenthesis 

at the end. 

2b. Create two sentences including the 

parenthesis below using commas. 

Write one sentence with parenthesis in the 

middle.

Write one sentence with the parenthesis 

at the end. 

3a. Look at the sentence below: 

My sister, who is seven, is younger than 

me. 

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

3b. Look at the sentence below: 

My dog, who is called Spot, loves going 

for walks in the park. 

Who is correct? Explain how you know. 

A A

A A

R R

D D

D D

D D
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which is blue

Sean

Hannah

Commas are used for a list.

Commas are used for 

parenthesis.

where it often rains

Kelly

Johnny

Commas are used for 

parenthesis.

Commas are used in a list. 
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4a. Add parenthesis to the sentence 

below.  

My dad ___________________________________________________________

has a season ticket for Manchester City 

and goes to watch them most weekends. 

Punctuate your sentence correctly using 

commas to demarcate parenthesis. 

4b. Add parenthesis to the sentence 

below.  

Yesterday, my brother _____________________________________

came home to perform at a local musical 

festival with his band. 

Punctuate your sentence correctly using 

commas to demarcate parenthesis. 

5a. Create two sentences including the 

parenthesis below using commas. 

Write one sentence with parenthesis in the 

middle.

Write one sentence with the parenthesis 

at the end. 

5b. Create two sentences including the 

parenthesis below using commas. 

Write one sentence with parenthesis in the 

middle.

Write one sentence with the parenthesis 

at the end. 

6a. Look at the sentence below: 

My cousins, who we are coming on 

holiday with us in the summer, are driving 

down to stay the night before we go.  

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

6b. Look at the sentence below: 

Kelly, Isabel and Josh, who live on my 

street, knocked on my door to ask if I 

wanted to go to the park with them. 

Who is correct? Explain how you know. 

A A

A A

R R

E E

E E

E E
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where I had seen the strange 

shadows

Hafsa

Chuan

Commas are used for 

parenthesis.

Commas are used after a 

fronted adverbial. 

which is situated in Paris

Alice

Gabriel

Commas are used for a list.

Commas are used for 

parenthesis.
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7a. Add parenthesis to the sentence 

below.  

After being delayed for almost six hours, 

the passengers ___________________________________________________

were finally able to board the plane and 

travel to their destination. 

Punctuate your sentence correctly using 

commas to demarcate parenthesis. 

7b. Add parenthesis to the sentence 

below.  

Once the rain had stopped, Lucy, Hannah 

and Kelly, ________________________________________

set off into town to go shopping. 

Punctuate your sentence correctly using 

commas to demarcate parenthesis. 

8a. Create two sentences including the 

parenthesis below using commas. 

Write one sentence with parenthesis in the 

middle and a fronted adverbial.

Write one sentence with the parenthesis 

at the end and a list.  

8b. Create two sentences including the 

parenthesis below using commas. 

Write one sentence with parenthesis in the 

middle and a fronted adverbial.

Write one sentence with the parenthesis 

at the end and a list.  

9a. Look at the sentence below: 

Last week, my cousins Jack and Emily 

came over for the weekend because we 

had tickets to a concert.

Who is correct? Explain how you know.

9b. Look at the sentence below: 

Before I go on holiday, I need to make 

sure I finish my homework, which is due in 

on the first day back at school. 

Who is correct? Explain how you know. 

A A

A A

R R

GD GD

GD GD

GD GD
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which I am allergic to

Alice

Hafsa

Commas are used for 

parenthesis.

Commas are used after a 

fronted adverbial. 

Cian

Sinead

Commas are used after a 

fronted adverbial. 

Commas are used for 

parenthesis.

which last for six weeks
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Developing

1a. Various answers, for example: My 

mum, who is a teacher, has the same half 

term holiday as me. 

2a. Various answers, for example: My 

dad’s car, which is blue, has leather seats. 

My dad has bought a new car, which is 

blue.

3a. Hannah is correct because commas 

are used to separate the relative clause 

from the main clause. 

Expected

4a. Various answers, for example: 

My dad, who is a massive football fan, has 

a season ticket for Manchester City and 

goes to watch them most weekends.

5a. Various answers, for example: The 

dark forest, where I had seen the strange 

shadows, loomed ahead of me. My heart 

beat faster as I walked towards the dark 

forest, where I had seen the strange 

shadows. 

6a. Hafsa is correct because commas are 

used to separate the relative clause from 

the main clause. 

Greater Depth

7a. Various answers, for example: After 

being delayed for almost six hours, the 

passengers, who were starting to get 

restless, were finally able to board the 

plane and travel to their destination. 

8a. Various answers, for example: At the 

party, there was peanut butter in the 

cake, which I am allergic to, so I couldn’t 

eat any of it. The cake had many 

ingredients in it including egg, milk and 

bananas, which I am allergic to. 

9a. Hafsa is correct because a comma 

has been used after a fronted adverbial. 

Developing

1b. Various answers, for example: The old 

man, who lives next door, is selling his 

house.

2b. Various answers, for example: 

Manchester, where it often rains, is in the 

north of England. I’m going to the Lake 

District, where it often rains.

3b. Kelly is correct because commas are 

used to separate the relative clause from 

the main clause.  

Expected

4b. Various answers, for example:  

Yesterday, my brother, who lives in Leeds, 

came home to perform at a local musical 

festival with his band. 

5b. Various answers, for example: The 

Eiffel tower, which is situated in Paris, is a 

famous French landmark. Over the 

weekend, I went on a city break with my 

mum and we visited the Louvre, which is 

situated in Paris. 

6b. They are both correct because 

commas have been used in a list and for 

parenthesis. 

Greater Depth

7b. Various answers, for example: Once 

the rain had stopped, Lucy, Hannah and 

Kelly, who needed an outfit for the party, 

set off into town to go shopping.

8b. Various answers, for example: After a 

long half term, the children were happy it 

was the summer holidays, which last for 

six weeks. The summer holidays, which 

last for six weeks, are my favourite 

because I always go to visit my cousins 

Lucy, John and Pete. 

9b. They are both correct because a 

comma has been used after a fronted 

adverbial and for parenthesis at the end of 

the sentence.
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