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Answers
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‘The History of Christmas Iraditions "
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During the Stuart and Georgian eras, it was popular for the upper and middle
classes to demonstrate their wealth. The common mince pie was one way people:
could do this. The wealthy used mince pies to exhibit their affluence at elaborate
parties by offering heart-shaped and star-shaped versions; the more inventive
the shape, the more likely people were to impress their guests. Some were even
known to ft together like a jigsaw. This flagrant exhibitionism proved the host
could afford the very best pastry chefs.

Carol Singing

Carol singing has its origins in the pre-Christian era. Pagan celebrations during
the winter solstice would involve singing and dancing. This is where the word
‘carol’, meaning a dance or a song of praise or joy, originated.

The development of Christianity gave rise to the composing of religious carols,
which can be traced back to the fourth century in Rome where Latin hymns
were sung at Christmas. Unfortunately, Latin was not spoken by many people,
and carol singing did not become popular until the 13th century when Saint
Francis of Assisi began promoting Christmas songs in people’s native language.
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In England in 1426, @ Shropshire chaplain named John Awdley was the
first person who listed five carols of Christmas written in English. These
songs were likely to be sung by wassailers. Travelling groups of people
would go through the streets singing festive songs in exchange for gifts. They
would later become known as carol singers and more often collect money
for charity,

When There Was No Christmas
In 1649, after the execution of Charles 1, Oliver
Cromuwell led Britain as Lord Protector. Puritan
members of parliament did not approve of the
frivolity and disorder which was associated
with the way people celebrated Christmas.
Parliament disliked the whole manner of
celebration, deciding it was ungodly, resulting in
aproposalto ban Christmas. Cromwell supported
Parliament's proposal and consequently carol
singing, Christmas puddings, Yule logs and
nativity scenes were abolished. Instead, the
Puritans wanted Christmas Day to be a day
of quiet and solemn reflection. Shortly after
Cromwell's death, King Charles II was restored
to the English throne. Charles was known s the
‘Merrie Monarch’ because he re-established many
enjoyable traditions. As a result, Christmas was
once again celebrated with joy and frivolity.
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Questions

What sort of character do you think Sir Henry Cole had? Explain your thoughts.

What does the author mean when they refer to "people from the higher end of society™?

From when the first Christmas card was made until the 18705, what made it possible for
‘more people to send Christmas cards?

It could be said that mince pies have a Christian basis for their design. Explain how this
could be so.
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5. What is meant by the phrase *flagrant exhibitionism” in terms of the context of
the sentence?

6. Explain the influence which Christianity had on carols.
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10.

During the 16505, what do you think life would have been like in England?
Explain your thoughts.

Using evidence in the text, what do you think a Puritan in the 16005 would have done on
Christmas Day?

Identify two facts which most interest you and explain your reasons.





